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Percentage of households with telephones, radios 
and television sets, 1961-73 
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broadcasting system. The Commission regulates and supervises all aspects of the broadcasting 
system except for technical matters relating to the planning and construction of broadcasting 
facilities, which are the responsibility of the Department of Communications. 

The Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, a publicly owned corporation established by Act 
of Parliament (now Part 111 of the Broadcasting Act), provides the national broadcasting ser­
vice in Canada. Its radio and television facilities extend from the Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific, 
and north to the Arctic Circle. The CBC, created in 1936 to replace the earlier public broadcast­
ing agency that had operated since 1932, is financed mainly by public funds voted annually by 
Parliament, with supplementary revenue obtained from commercial advertising. The head of­
fice is in Ottawa and the main production centres are Toronto for the English networks and 
Montreal for the French networks. Regional centres operate across the country. 

An applicant for a licence to establish and operate an AM, FM or TV broadcasting station, 
a community antenna television system (CATV) or a network files application forms with the 
Secretary of the CRTC. If found acceptable by the Commission, a public notice of the applica­
tion is issued in the Canada Gazette and in one or more newspapers of general circulation with­
in the area served or to be served by such station or system prior to the holding of a public 
hearing. The same procedure applies to an application for renewal or amendment of an exist­
ing licence. 


